
Before proceeding further, it will be helpful if you ______________________ how a 

trial is conducted. At the beginning of the trial, the attorneys will have an opportunity, if 

they wish, to make an ______________________statement.  

The opening statement gives the ______________________ a chance to tell you what 

evidence they believe will be presented during the ______________________. What the 

lawyers say is not evidence. Following the opening statements, witnesses will be called 

to ______________________ under oath. Documents and other Exhibits also may be 

produced as ______________________.  

After the evidence has been presented, the attorneys will have an opportunity to make 

their ______________________ argument. Following the arguments by the attorneys, 

the ______________________ will instruct you on the ______________________ 

applicable to this case. After the instructions are given, then you'll retire to consider 

your ______________________; all, except one of you ~ one of you is the 

______________________. I find if I keep the alternate a secret during the trial, then 

the alternate will stay awake; otherwise, they tend to fall ______________________ on 

me. So one of you is the alternate, and that person will not be able to decide the verdict 

with the other ______________________.  

 These instructions I'm about to give to you are general ______________________. 

Some of this stuff will probably never happen in this case, but just in case it does, you 

need to know what to do. First of all, you should not form any definite or fixed 

______________________on the merits of this case until you've heard all of the 

______________________, the argument of the lawyers and the instructions on the 

______________________ by the ______________________. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Before proceeding further, it will be helpful if you understand how a trial is conducted. At 

the beginning of the trial, the attorneys will have an opportunity, if they wish, to make an 

opening statement.  

The opening statement gives the attorneys a chance to tell you what evidence they 

believe will be presented during the trial. What the lawyers say is not evidence. 

Following the opening statements, witnesses will be called to testify under oath. 

Documents and other Exhibits also may be produced as evidence.  

After the evidence has been presented, the attorneys will have an opportunity to make 

their closing argument. Following the arguments by the attorneys, the Court will instruct 

you on the law applicable to this case. After the instructions are given, then you'll retire 

to consider your verdict; all, except one of you ~ one of you is the alternate. I find if I 

keep the alternate a secret during the trial, then the alternate will stay awake; otherwise, 

they tend to fall asleep on me. So one of you is the alternate, and that person will not be 

able to decide the verdict with the other jurors.  

 These instructions I'm about to give to you are general instructions. Some of this stuff 

will probably never happen in this case, but just in case it does, you need to know what 

to do. First of all, you should not form any definite or fixed opinion on the merits of this 

case until you've heard all of the evidence, the argument of the lawyers and the 

instructions on the law by the judge. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


