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ETHICS – GROUP DISCUSSION TOPICS

1. An attorney asks you to explain the rights to her client while she is speaking with another client.

2. The defendant’s attorney leaves and he defendant asks you what you think of his attorney.

3. The judge asks the defendant if he gives up his rights to a trial and the defendant whispers to you in his language, “What should I say?”.

4. The judge asks the defendant if she has had any drugs or alcohol in the last 24 hours. She says, “No.”. You almost faint from the alcoholic stench.

5. You hear a colleague make a mistake while interpreting at the witness stand.

6. The judge asks you to go out into the hallway to speak with the defendant about his case.

7. During a trial, you overhear some jurors discussing the case, a direct violation of the Court’s admonition not to do so.

8. After the judge sentences a defendant to a rather stiff fine, you hear the defendant say under his breath, “You bastard!”.

9. During voir dire of a jury panel, the interpreter realizes there is a juror he knows very well. However, this juror decides not to acknowledge the interpreter and, when asked by the attorneys, says nothing about knowing the interpreter.

10. You are called to interpret for the defense attorney during an attorney/client confidential meeting. After you are through with the interview, the attorney asks you to stick around a little bit longer because he would like your honest opinion about his client. He really would like to know whether his client is telling the truth or not.
11. You have been working countless hours on a particular case as an interpreter. You almost know by heart all the details concerning the case, as well as all questions and answers that will be presented to the jury. However, on the day of the trial, the witness decides to change positions, if not the whole testimony. You as the interpreter…
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